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   It’s not often that you literally run into a 
hobby shop while on vacation, but that’s 
exactly what happened in North Miami a 
few weeks ago. One night while trying to 
find this cute little Cuban restaurant we’d 
read about, my wife, Lib, says all of a 
sudden, “Is that a hobby shop?”  
   I look into the darkness, and all I see is a 
barred-up building with the words “Felix 
Hobby” on the side. Now this was not the 
safest neighborhood. I’d compare it to the 
Englewood area in Chicago. 
   “What do you know, I guess it is,” I 
replied. The next day after lunch, we made 
a bee line back to see what’s what.    
   As we walked in, I noticed on my left that 
the model paints on the racks had a real 
thick coat of dust on them and looked like 

they hadn’t been stocked for quite some 
time. Vending machines lined the entrance 
way.
   Looking around, I saw that plastic 
modeling was clearly not their strong suit. 
The plastics selection consisted entirely of 
three shelves that were 3 feet long and 2.5 
feet high. I would say that the whole store 
was “sparsely” stocked with a mishmash 
of subjects, but it was still a hobby shop. 
Mostly what I saw on their main wall, 
behind the counter, were R/C parts and 
accessories.
   Judging by the single customer at the 
counter with his R/C car in pieces, his 
white Range Rover outside and the store’s 
own website, I’d say R/C was Felix’s bread 
and butter.

Yes...Even Here
Story and photos by Kevin Stover



   In a far corner there was a small, high 
cocktail table with a small flat screen TV 
next to it. Apparently, they have Xbox 
competition nights for the local youth, 
along with all of the vending machine 
munchies they can consume. 
   They were busy at the time helping 
another gentleman, so I didn’t start a 
long conversation. I just bought a bottle 
of Tamiya paint, and we left the store. 
The staff seemed really nice and helpful, 
but the till did run short of change.
   Their website itself looks like a work in 
progress. At the time of this writing no 
photos of the shop or various items for 
sale were included, so you would have 
little idea of what this shop is all about. 
However, there are numerous videos of 
street competitions with people running 
their R/C cars through the storm  
puddles. 
   Looking online through the Yellow 
Pages, Felix Hobby is not even listed. In 
fact, there are plenty of other hobby 

shops in south Miami, outside of this 
neighborhood, that seem to deal mainly 
with R/C as well. Very little plastic and 
nothing on trains or figures.
      Jeff East of IPMS/Flight 19, Fort 
Lauderdale, agreed that most hobby 
shops in south Miami cater to mostly the 
R/C crowd. He listed one shop that he 
and his mates go to: Tri-County Hobbies 
in Broward County. It carries lots of 
plastic and paints but doesn’t do resin or 
aftermarket, although the store will order 
anything you want or need. Gaston 
Bernal  of IPMS/Miami Rum Runners 
said there is hardly a choice of shops in 
south Florida, and most of their needs 
are met by the Internet. (Thanks, guys.)
   While writing this, it occurred to me 
 that even in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, where my in-laws live, I had a heck 
of a time finding hobby shops that dealt 
in plastic. My father-in-law and I went to 

at least five shops in the San 
Francisco area, and they too mostly 
dealt in R/C. 
   Maybe it’s because in nicer year- 
round climates, there is little need to 
do anything indoors. Everything is 
done outside, and so it might go for 
our hobby. 
   Places that have long winter 
months, on the other hand, have 
homes with basements and 
boatloads of plastic modelers. 
   This is just a theory, but think it’s a 
good one. But for whatever reason, 
the fact that Felix Hobby exists in 
such a deprived area is good news in 
itself.    

    It doesn't matter where you hail 
from as long as there’s a hobby shop 
in your area. Places like Felix Hobby 
serve a community need. Hobbies 
are a positive attention distraction for 
young minds, and they teach 
patience and self-discipline. 
Underprivileged urban centers could 
use a little more of that. 
   How many of our own local hobby 
shops have gone belly up in the past 
few months? It’s a tough business--
and a lot tougher for some. 
    I think that I will do more “shop” 
pieces as I run into them from time to 
time, from all over the country.



With IPMS/USA membership, you will receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six times a year.  It includes 
features on all modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, automotive, ships, figures--you name it! You will also find 
listings of IPMS contests, swap meets, hints and tips, and reviews.

Membership also qualifies you to participate in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, particularly our world-
famous National Convention, held each summer. As a member, you'll also be able to access our online discussion 
board, where a wide variety of modeling topics are discussed, and enjoy interaction with other serious modelers for 
help with questions about modeling techniques or IPMS in general. Many hobby shops and model vendors around the 
country offer discounts to IPMS/USA members.

Memberships are available in several types:

            Junior:  17 years old or younger, $12 per year; 

           Adult:   $25 for 1 year; $49 for 2 years; $73 for 3 years                             
            Family:  Adult membership plus $5 (additional membership cards as requested) 

            Canada or Mexico:   $30 per year  

            Foreign:  $32 per year (Journal via regular mail)                  Payment Information:  Online payment may be made via credit card only. 

Applications using payment via check or money order should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
Dept. H

P.O. Box 2475
N. Canton, OH 44720-0475

           Downloadable IPMS/USA Application Form. (in PDF, 100KB).

O’Hare D.E.B.R.I.E.F. By Ihor H.

   Another great turnout – 37 members!  Kurt told us about a new nautical website, 
modelshipworld.com, which has 13,000+ members worldwide and includes a forum and 
extensive build blogs.  Take a look at the site whether you’re an avid ship modeler or 
not.  

   Show and tell again had great participation, with 15 models and builds, ranging from a 
WWI biplane with a fantastic hand-painted lozenge camouflage paint scheme to a pair of 
1930s Bentleys to a fully scratch-built sailboat mast! 

   Afterwards, Kevin gave a great demo on canopies, showing how to sand out scratches 
and seam lines followed by polishing to create a true glass-like look.  For next month’s 
show the theme is ‘Six-Day War,’ and Keith will give a demo on ‘Real Wood.’  See you in 
September!

http://ipmsusa2.org/forms/ipms_application.pdf
http://ipmsusa2.org/forms/ipms_application.pdf
http://ipmsusa2.org/forms/ipms_application.pdf
http://ipmsusa2.org/forms/ipms_application.pdf


     Al Jones of IPMS Bong sent me this response from Wendy Lutzke, curator at the Wisconsin 
Maritime Museum in Manitowoc, Wis. I was glad to see our July newsletter helped them 
promote their outstanding maritime model show last spring. I’ll be there again next year for sure!

Kevin Stover
IPMS Butch O’Hare
Newsletter Czar

From: "Lutzke, Wendy" 
Date: August 19, 2014 8:42:58 AM CDT
To: "Allan Jones" <ajones64@wi.rr.com>
Subject: RE: ipms/O'Hare newsletter

Hi Al,
I never got a chance to thank you for sending this! I’m really thrilled to see our contest featured 
on the front page. His article is very honest and accurate, too. I hope it encourages even more 
attendees. We now have a monitor up in the model ship gallery that is playing a slideshow of 
the models from the 2014 contest with info about the contest coming up in 2015. Maybe it will 
remind visitors to come back. We’re really trying to do all we can to make this even better in the 
future.
Thanks for your encouragement!
Wendy
 
Wendy Lutzke
Education Curator
Wisconsin Maritime Museum
75 Maritime Drive
Manitowoc, WI 54220
1-866-724-2356
www.wisconsinmaritime.org
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A Truly Midwestern Boat Show

The model that you see above is 
a representation of what the 
Edmund Fitzgerald looks like 
today sitting in its watery grave, 
deep off the shores of Lake 
Superior. You remember that 
Gordon Lightfoot song: “The 
Wreck of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald”? Well, one version of 
that ship is here at the Maritime 
Museum in Manitowoc, Wis. 
   My chance to finally visit the 
museum came this past May 
when the 38th Annual Model 
Ship and Boat Contest was held 
there. The contest was 
sponsored by the museum and 
the Chicago Tri-Club Association, 
along with its member clubs: 
Nautical Research and Model 
Ship Society, Midwest Model 
Shipwrights, and the North Shore 
Deadeyes.
   It was a smallish show, but the 
build quality was the highest I 

had ever seen. Off the bat, I 
would say 85 percent of the 
models were custom built without 
injection molded parts. This is 
really an artisan's kind of show. 
   What also impressed me was 
that these men and women were 
so humble about what they had 
built. However, there was one 
exception to this humble rule 
involving the very German 
builder of a fully functional, 3-
foot-long Bismarck. More about 
him in a later piece, but all of 
these people were very 
impressive.
   The whole show consisted of 
fewer than 30 tables, and most 
of the ships were larger scale 
with full detail. To cover the 
gamut of boating enthusiasts, 
there was even an R/C model 
boat pond set up outside in a 
parking lot. The tables were 
filled, and plenty of motorized                  

boats were tooling around the 
pond. PT-109 was even 
represented. 
   Admission to the show 
included the entire museum. I 
took full advantage of this 
because aside from some of the 
best ship models in the world, 
tons of Great Lakes shipping 
trivia and artifacts are displayed. 
Plan on a 1.5-hour tour here. 
   You also won’t want to miss the 
submarine USS Cobia, moored 
right outside the rear of the 
museum. It was a great 
backdrop to the model show, 
viewed through floor-to-ceiling 
windows of the contest room.  
   The one-hour Cobia tour, led 
by a young, knowledgable 
docent, was one of the best I’ve 
had. So do yourself a favor and 
get to Manitowoc next spring to 
see the model show and the 
museum.

Story and photos by Kevin Stover

mailto:ajones64@wi.rr.com
mailto:ajones64@wi.rr.com
http://www.wisconsinmaritime.org/
http://www.wisconsinmaritime.org/


Keith’s 1/28 
Fokker D-7 is 
quite an old kit 
from Revell.

The Display Table

Steve’s “Flurry” 
1/2256 star 
cruiser is done 
and had to have 
three separate 
shots to reveal 
the details of its 
painting.



Read, what 
can I say? 
This FW-190 
is simply 
excellent! In 
1/32, it looks 
like it’s about 
to jump off the 
platform.

The Display Table

Ron’s daughter Sophia 
Carlson seems to be a two- 
fisted builder!  



The Display Table

Tom’s Ploesti Medal of 
Honor B-24 would bring 

back memories for 
those who fought.

Ron, this 1/48 F-117 looks like it’s 
going to Baghdad in 1991.

This 26-foot motor lifeboat 
looks like it’s in low tide. 
Thanks, Dick



The Display Table

Lots of hours 
went into just 
painting this 
beautiful F9-F 
Panther. 
Thanks , Kevin.

Mike’s 1/35 Dodge 
WC-51 “rat rod” has a 
handmade rug in the 
bed!

Don G.’s 1/700 
WWII carrier fleet 
was all done in 
“dazzle schemes.”



The Display Table

Jasper and Oliver Schuchardt’s 
respective 1/72 Zero and Corsair are 
continuing the family tradition. Welcome 
back, guys!

Brandon’s “minis” 
would be pretty big if 
brought to life!

George’s 1930 
Bentley Blower sports 
my favorite racing 
colors.



mUNDER CONSTRUCTION

I do believe that this is Rick Tuck’s WWII 
Sherman tank. Nice rust and rivets!

And Then There Was Only One...



We just returned from the IPMS National Convention in Hampton, Va. Here is a short report: 

On the trip down, we first stopped off at the Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazy annex at Dulles Airport 
and next at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico. Both are terrific museums, and 
I will post reports on them in the future.

The convention was held in Hampton in a very nice convention center. Of the two main rooms, 
one held approximately 2,300 models, and the second became the world’s largest hobby shop for 
three days. Need I say I won’t be buying anything for a while?

For me the training seminars are always an additional highlight, and I attended a half-dozen 
during Thursday and Friday. One was with Tommy Thomason, who hosts Tailhook topics and U.S. 
Navy Aircraft History web blogs. Another was on basic photography techniques, and perhaps the 
best was by Mike Witkowski, a professional airbrush artist, on advanced airbrushing.

Mike began his session by pretty much contradicting all conventional airbrushing wisdom. Low air 
pressure, paint thinning, pre-shading … out the window! He uses 40 to 50 psi and thins paint 
only if it has thickened in the bottle. He uses acrylic base coats and weathers/post shades with 
oils and enamels using an airbrush. He usually paints with several airbrushes loaded with the 
colors for the paint scheme 
and either free hands the 
pattern or with Post-it 
notes. Considering that he 
won several first place 
awards at the convention, 
I’ll at least try some of his 
suggestions.

Carl Knable was again at 
this year’s convention, and 
won one 1st place and two 
2nds! Great job, Carl! There 
was also a reported sighting 
of Marco in the parking lot. 
Perhaps he has a story to 
tell as well?

Best of show was won by a beautiful diorama of a WWII B-17 doing a preflight engine 
check. It was amazing!

I’ll close with an incident that once again reinforced the golden rule of modeling: Model for 
yourself and the simple enjoyment of it, rather than for contest awards or public acclamation. 
Saturday morning I was showing my wife the display area, and we were at the B-17 diorama. Next 
to it was a 91-year-old gentleman who had flown 33 missions in B-17s during the war. The 
diorama creator came along, and after a short conversation that included thanking the pilot for 
his service, the pilot reached around, presented the modeler with a copy of his memoir, and 
proceeded to tell him that he thought the waist gun on one side of the model was too far forward! 
Everyone’s a critic! So model because you love to, and laugh at all the rest. Remember, it’s only 
plastic!

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/23699193/20140809_094538.mp4

2014 IPMS Convention Wrap up  By Stan Kurcz

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/23699193/20140809_094538.mp4
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/23699193/20140809_094538.mp4


Local Hobby Shops

JOIN/RENEW BUTCH O’HARE SCALE MODELERS
Name: __________________________________  Telephone (____) _______________
Address: _____________________________________ E-mail: ___________________
City: ______________________________ State:__________ Zip: _________________
IPMS Membership # _________________________  Exp. Date: ___________________

Additional Family Members: ________________________________________________
Send To: Butch O’Hare Model Club
                 7513 W. Roosevelt Rd.
                 Apt. A103
                 Forest Park, IL 60130

What do you build? (circle one or more)
Aircraft    Armor    Autos    Sci-Fi    Ships    Figures    Dioramas

Dues:  $20 per year. Make checks payable to the Butch O’Hare Model Club.               

NEW MEMBERS: Jan-Mar $20; Apr-Jun $17; Jul-Sept $14; Oct-Dec $9 / Family: $25

• Chicagoland Hobby.................................. 6017 N NW Hwy, Chicago, IL, 773-775-4848

• Forever Timeless............................. 4438 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL, 773-545-6959

• Des Plaines Hobbies................................ 1524 Lee St., Des Plaines, IL,  847-297-2118

• America’s Best Hobby................................. 865 Maplewood, Itasca, IL,  630-467-1102

• La Grange Hobby......................... 25 S. La Grange Road, La Grange, IL, 708-354-1220

• Ron’s Mundelein Hobbies...................... 431 N. Lake St., Mundelein, IL, 847-949-8680

• M & Models.......................................9329 S Cicero Ave., Oak Lawn, IL, 708-423-7202

• Past Time Hobbies.................................9311 Ogden Ave., Brookfield, IL, 708-485-4544

• Greenfield Hobby.......................... 6815 W. Layton Ave., Milwaukee, WI, 414-281-1800

• Oakridge Hobbies & Toys.......7511 Lemont Road, Suite 100, Darien, IL, 630-435-5900

• Hill’s Hobby Shop.......................60 W Dundee Road, Buffalo Grove, IL 847-541-3500

http://www.yellowpages.com/chicago-il/mip/chicagoland-hobby-inc-23073935

http://www.desplaineshobbies.com/store/

http://www.americasbesttrain.com/

http://lagrange.patch.com/listings/la-grange-hobby-center

http://local.yahoo.com/info-17171034-ron-s-mundelein-hobbies-mundelein

http://www.pthinc.com/

http://www.greenfieldnewsandhobby.com/about_us.html

http://www.mmodelstore.com

http://www.city-data.com/businesses/218387017-forever-timeless-hobby-shop-chicago-il.html

    http://www.oakridgehobbies.com

http://www.yellowpages.com/chicago-il/mip/chicagoland-hobby-inc-23073935
http://www.yellowpages.com/chicago-il/mip/chicagoland-hobby-inc-23073935
http://www.desplaineshobbies.com/store/
http://www.desplaineshobbies.com/store/
http://www.americasbesttrain.com
http://www.americasbesttrain.com
http://lagrange.patch.com/listings/la-grange-hobby-center
http://lagrange.patch.com/listings/la-grange-hobby-center
http://local.yahoo.com/info-17171034-ron-s-mundelein-hobbies-mundelein
http://local.yahoo.com/info-17171034-ron-s-mundelein-hobbies-mundelein
http://www.pthinc.com
http://www.pthinc.com
http://www.greenfieldnewsandhobby.com/about_us.html
http://www.greenfieldnewsandhobby.com/about_us.html
http://www.mmodelstore.com
http://www.mmodelstore.com
http://www.city-data.com/businesses/218387017-forever-timeless-hobby-shop-chicago-il.html
http://www.city-data.com/businesses/218387017-forever-timeless-hobby-shop-chicago-il.html
http://www.oakridgehobbies.com/
http://www.oakridgehobbies.com/


Most people will agree that the 
Panzer III and IV family of tanks 
were the backbone of the 
German army throughout WWII.      
    After the attack on Russia and 
the overwhelming surprise of 
T-34 and KV tanks, Germany 
had to set in motion several 
stopgap decisions to upgrade 
current armor before new 
models could be introduced 
effectively (the Tiger I, Panther 
and Ferdinand).   
    The Ausf. G, already slowly in 
production, featured a 7.5cm 
KwK40 L/48 (SdKfz 161/2). 
Later versions would have extra 
bolted-on armor to boost 
protection. Around the time of 
Kursk it also had Shurtzen 
Armor protection around the 
turret and side skirts for the 
hull.   
    The version I decided to do 
would be one of the units in 
Africa.  I borrowed the decals 
from the old Italeri Panzer IV G 
for Panzer Regiment 8, 15th 

Panzer Division, Afrika Korp.  All 
told, 1750 Ausf. Gs were made 
with several chassis being 
converted to Hummels and 
Brumbars.
   Now that the kinda sorta 
background is set, I have a 
“Jackstory” for ya.  One of my 
good buddies, indeed a 
godfather to one of my sons, 
bought this kit for a solid dollar a 
year ago.  Auction models are 
cool. Especially when they are 
missing the lower hull. He was 
going to pitch it, but I told him I 
could help him out. 
    Without batting an eye I 
ripped into this model, and in the 
time it took for the Cubs to lose 
another one, I had the lower hull 
complete.  I had in my stash and 
spare boxes a few older Dragon 
kits that had the same common 
part. Within no time I had 
completed the wheels and 
running gear and set it to the 
side to rest.
    I do get email from some 
modelers that visit this site.  

When they inquire as to how I 
do things, I always reply that 
you have to have a vision.  So, 
with that in mind and the 
decision to go with the desert 
colors, I got out my Milliput and 
started to make sandbags for 
additional frontal armor. 
    This is very easy: You just cut 
off equal amounts of putty from 
each wrap and knead it like 
dough.  I cut sections and 
molded into shape and pressed 
it into the hull. 
     I took an X-ACTO knife, put 
in a new #11 blade, and 
sculpted stitching into each bag 
when they were on the tank. 
This step took about 24 hours of 
drying time, and while that was 
going on I started the Magic 
Track that I was going to use.  
    This track is a gift from God 
because it is very realistic, easy 
and you get the proper Panzer 
sag.  Things are rolling now. 
Time to put the turret together, 
and this was a snap too. I did 
add weld beads from plastic 
strip on the angle sections on 

C r i t i c a l  A n a l y s i s
by Jack Bruno

The 
Durable 
Panzer IV G 
“Out in the Open”



the front plate.  Next was some strip 
for the stowage bin. Germans added 
wooden strips on the bin to prevent 
radio outages from the mast rubbing 
on metal. Made perfect sense to me, 
but then again so did marriage. As a 
little touch I cut the fenders and used 
a metal bow machine gun barrel in 
the front.
     I went to the Indy Show in March 
and next to me, at our respective 
vendor tables, was modeler Al 
Grimm. He introduced me to a guy 
who was selling this neat little tool 
that was (picture this) a razor blade 
with little different-sized half moon 
circles machined in it. This little diva 
was $8 and is a seam scraper. I 
decided to give it a shot, and I'll never 
have to buy a metal barrel again.  
Taaa-daaaa.  With all of this done, I 
put together the rear section and 
assembled the chassis, hull and 
turret. It was beginning to look like something now.  I added some resin stowage that I had left from other 
projects, chain and a few extra track runs.  I was ready for the paint shop.
     As always, my "thing" is to rattle-can the entire model Flat Black. When this was dry I got out my Paasche H 
and started to apply different shades of Dark Yellow from Vallejo and Tamiya. This time, on purpose, I ended 
up with Vallejo Iraqis Sand as the final paint.  I gave the beast a Future coating and then applied the decals 
from the Italeri Panzer IV G.   At this point I was very scared because after four applications of Solveset, I still 
saw decal lines/film. Ratz.  But, I'm a modeler and can deal with those situations. 
    After one more Future misting, I started the oil washed and dot system using brown and gray oils.  Man, this 
was looking sweet.  When all this was done, I did my wooden handle routine on the tools. This is Tamiya buff 
followed by a wee little burnt umber and brushed ever so nicely to get that grain effect on the tool handles.  

    I did the jackblock too, which really 
stands out.  Now came the neat part: the 
flat coat.  I used Vallejo matte thinned with 
distilled water. All my anguish about the 
decals disappeared when the film was 
gone after this stage. Oh my aching heart!
     I started a base but soon came to 
realize that I was missing something: a 
flag, actually very common as an air 
recognition sign in the desert. So I planned 
it out using paper towel, a circle template 
and a 1/48 Bf110 tail nasty Nazi sign. 
Painting the flag first red. Then when dry, 
using the circle to spray the white, and 
after that was dry applied the symbol and 
put some Solveset on it to sink in.  There 
will be touchup needed as some red will 
want to creep in, but I let it dry and did 
repairs with the paint cap and a toothpick.  
The tie down was thin fishing line.  I then 
started using some dry brushing and Mig 
Pigments to finish it off.  The base was 

weathered and pigmented the same as the tank, and I added a few Verlinden Barrels to it.
 
    Well, there you have it. A very simple ALMOST thrown-away tank that Jim is letting me take out on the tour 
this year.  I would suggest that you hit your cast-offs and rethink building them. You may be very happy with 
the results as I am with this.  Now, go build something!
 



TIMETABLE:

7:00 AM --- VENDORS SETUP 

9:00 AM --- DOORS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

11:00 AM -- 1ST RAFFLE 

NOON ----- REGISTRATION CLOSES

4:00 PM -- AWARDS ANNOUNCED

5:00 PM -- END OF CONTEST FOR 2014

CONTEST ENTRY FEES: $7 ADULT (over 17 yrs old) FOR 
FIRST 3 MODELS, $3 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL MODEL

32nd ANNUAL– IPMS BUTCH O’HARE CHAPTER 

Featuring:
50+ Loaded VENDOR TABLES!!

SATURDAY – NOVEMBER 8, 2014 at: 
LAKEVIEW JR. HIGH SCHOOL

SCALE MODELERS – BRING OUT YOUR BEST!
COMPETE FOR SPECIAL AWARDS WITH MODELERS FROM

CHICAGOLAND AND THE ENTIRE CENTRAL REGION

FACT: ONE OF THE BEST TRADER ROOMS AT A LOCAL SHOW IN THE MIDWEST!

WALK THRU (SPECTATOR FEES)

$5 ADULT (OVER 17 YRS OLD)

$1 JUNIOR (OVER 12 to 17 YRS)

$ FREE FOR KIDS UNDER 12 YRS

EARLY BIRD ENTRANCE 
TO THE VENDORS ROOM 

FOR $10 
(8 AM START TIME)
RAFFLE TICKETS DRAWN 

THROUGHOUT THE DAY for $1 
each/6 for $5

Judged by “CHICAGO RULES” 

   UNLIMITED CLASS AWARDS IN 
GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE 

MEDALLIONS! RECOGNIZING YOUR 
MODELING SKILLS, PLUS:

SPECIAL AWARDS For DISTINGUISHED 
MODELING EXCELLENCE: 

Best in Show – People’s Choice – Best 
Aircraft – Best Armor – Best Nautical – 
Best Auto – Best Figure – Best Sci-Fi – 
Fantasy/Comic – Best Diorama – Best 

Junior and Many More!!!! 

EVENT INFORMATION:
REGISTRATION FORMS & INTEL

Go to Our Website:

www.butchoharemodelers.com
or call our chapter contact

John Bishop
butchohare@hotmail.com

VENDORS TABLE RESERVATIONS 
AND INTEL:

Hector Colon
630-809-9072

hdcolon@yahoo.com

COMPETE FOR SPECIAL AWARDS WITH MODELERS FROM CHICAGOLAND AND THE ENTIRE CENTRAL REGION

701 Plainfield Rd. Downers Grove, IL 60516         

OPEN MODEL CONTEST



Judges Needed For the Butch 
O’Hare Show!

A sign-up sheet will be at the next meeting.

Authority: Head Judge Rich Bingham



Chicago Air and Water Show 2014
The Lakefront

By Kevin Stover



Ameristar Casino
3200 North Ameristar Drive

Kansas City, MO 64161

“In Country”

THE WAR IN VIETNAM

IPMS/USA 
INTERNATIONAL PLASTIC

MODELER’S SOCIETY

Region 5 2014 Convention
OCTOBER 18, 2014

West Central Missouri IPMS Chapter



September 9, 1942: USS Muskeget (Coast Guard-manned) is sunk without a trace while on 
weather patrol. Her entire crew of nine officers and 111 enlisted men are lost. It was learned 
after the war that she had been torpedoed by the U-755. 

September 27, 1956: The U.S. Air Force Bell X-2, the world’s fastest and highest-flying 
plane, crashes, killing the test pilot, Milburn G. “Mel” Apt.

This Month in Military History

Upcoming Events
September 6, 2014

Gateway to the West Contest and Swap Meet   
Holiday Inn-Route 66

10709 Watson Road   Map
St. Louis, MO

Doug Barton   314-610-2429

October 25, 2014
Nordic-Con 

Base Camp, Northern Star Council BSA
201 Bloomington Road   Map

Fort Snelling, MN
Mark Jacques   952-994-5329

September 20, 2014
IPMS-Prison City Modelers Model Contest   

The Heritage Center
109 Delaware St.   Map

Leavenworth, KS
Mark Gerges   913-680-0066

November 1, 2014
Glue Crew 2014

The Howard Johnson Inn & Conference Center
2101 N. Mountain Road   Map

Wausau, WI
Joseph Drew  

October 18, 2014
2014 Region 5 Regional Convention   

AmeriStar Casino & Hotel
3200 N. Ameristar Drive   Map

Kansas City, MO
Justin Carlson   816-256-1310

November 8, 2013
IPMS ''Butch'' O'Hare Chapter Contest

Lakeview Junior High School
 701 Plainfield Road   Map        

Downers Grove, IL
John Bishop   630-880-4905

(TDMH)

(TDMH)
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mailto:peddocdoug@gmail.com
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http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=201%20Bloomington%20Road+Fort%20Snelling+MN+55111
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http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=109%20Delaware%20St+Leavenworth+KS+66048
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http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=2101%20N.%20Mountain%20Road+Wausau+WI+54401
mailto:jdrew09@charter.net
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mailto:redgriffins38@yahoo.com
mailto:redgriffins38@yahoo.com
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The Review CornerThe Review Corner

    While my father had served in the Korean War back in the 1950s, he has never spoken much about his experience, and I have 
never encountered much about the war except “M*A*S*H*” on TV.  I had always wanted to change that, so when I was at a 
library book sale and found a book called “The Four Deuces” about a marine forward observer during the second half of the 
Korean War, I spent my 50 cents and bought it.  Having read it, I am glad I did.  The book is written by C.S. Crawford, a 
marine corporal who wanted to go to war and had no idea of what he was getting into.  The Korean War, when he arrived, had 
become a stalemate reminiscent more of World War I than what most would consider a modern war.  Getting him to the front 
line is a story of military efficiency.  

    While in the States, Crawford trained as a telephone repairman.  When the 
marines sent him to Korea, a typo on his orders swapping two digits in his 
MOS made him a cryptographer.  Although he was not trained as a forward 
observer, he quickly got sent to the front and started calling mortar fire from 
the four deuces, or the 4.2-inch mortars. (I had never even heard of a 4.2-inch 
mortar.  My dad was crew chief on an 81 mm mortar during his stay in 
Korea.) Crawford turned out to be a natural, able to direct fire with uncanny 
accuracy.  Most of his time was spent essentially sniping at the Koreans, with 
them sniping back at him.  

    One time, the Koreans actually brought in a rifleman sniper who was an 
irritant for the marines and cost many casualties until the marines brought in a 
tank, bore sighted the gun by looking down the barrel, and blew his firing 
positions to little bitty pieces.  The sniper never bothered them again.  
Crawford pulls no punches, and he is not the nicest person ever.  He was not 
bothered by killing the Koreans, although he was bothered by a number of his 
fellow marines who were killed during the war.  

    In one particularly sad incident described in the book, a fellow forward 
observer was finally being relieved after many months on the front lines.  To 
describe this man as war weary does not cover the situation.  He was walking 
off the hill and stopped for a moment, and took a Korean mortar round on the head.  Later in the war, he took a leave in Japan 
and came back sick.  After a few days in the hospital, he was back on the front and ended up taking a bullet under his helmet, 
which put him out of the war.  However, it did not earn him a Purple Heart--the compound fracture he got when the corpsmen 
dropped him on the deck did.   

    This book is a raw, unflinching look at the experiences of a single man who describes what happened to him during the 
Korean War.  There is not a lot of perspective, which is a both a good thing and a bad thing.  It is a good thing in that the book 
has more information about the actual experience.  It is bad in that the book does not provide any info on the overall war, which 
I was interested in and will need to look elsewhere for.  Overall, this is a very interesting book, and it at least provides a 
personal view of the forgotten war in Korea.  Enjoy!

Reviewed by John Kaufman

THE FOUR DEUCES



From the Oval Office

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer – and especially the lack of snow!  With fall come some 
“administrative” tasks we need to accomplish on an annual basis, and we are also getting close now to our 
November contest.
 
With respect to club governance, we have our annual election coming up in October as required by our 
bylaws.  These same bylaws limit any individual to no more than three consecutive terms in the same 
office.  In my case that means I’ll be eligible (and willing if you’ll have me) to serve one more term as 
president.  However, those same rules mean we’ll need to elect a new treasurer this time around.  I’d like 
to personally thank our current treasurer, Don Smith, for his service – he’s truly one of the “good guys” 
who go the extra mile to make our club possible for all of us to enjoy.  If you are interested in this 
position, please let me know – I’ve already received some welcome indications of interest.
 
We will have an opportunity to volunteer at the iHobby Expo Model Contest on Saturday, Oct. 4, again 
this year.  Volunteers will be able to enter the show for free, and proceeds from the model contest will be 
split between our club and Lakes Region.  It’s a good time, not too stressful, and a great way to get people 
informed about our club.  Ideally I’d like to get about seven people to join me - I’ll be there and hope you 
can be too!

The annual contest is on track.  We have the gymnasium confirmed, as many ads/notifications placed as 
we can think of, and have confirmed a food vendor for the event.  As usual we’ll need wide participation 
from everyone to make this happen, so please thoughtfully consider how you may personally contribute!

John, since you’re the big potato of Butch O’Hare, I thought you might 
want to see what a “real” BIG potato looks like outside of Milwaukee. 



Officer’s Club

 All meetings are held on the second Friday of the 
month at:   

  St. Paul's United Church of Christ
   5739 Dunham Rd., Downers Grove, IL

Upcoming Schedule 2014

630-880-4905

630-637-1323
stan.kurcz@gmail.com

630-550-2306
ihorcathy@sbcglobal.net

708-771-4429 Home
630-865-6106 Cell
mustangp51c@netzero.net

Bring us 
Safely
Home...
Please
Contribute 
to YOUR
Newsletter!

Club Website

Club Store

www.butchoharemodelers.com

www.butchohare.qbstores.com

Newsletter Czar
Kevin Stover
224-217-3789 (Cell)
plasticjet@comcast.net

Editorial Chief of The Monthly Resinator is Elizabeth Brewster

Date Theme Demo/guest

January 10 ***** *****

February 14 ***** *****

March 14 ***** *****

April 11 ***** *****

May 9 ***** *****

June 13 ***** *****

July 18 ***** *****

August 8 ***** *****

September 12 **Six Day War Real Wood
(Keith Ward)

October 10 USS Anything Build-it Night #2

November 14 ***** CONTEST!

December 12 **Snow Covered Xmas Party

jlbishop@wideopenwest.com

President:  John Bishop

Vice-President: Stan Kurcz

Secretary: Ihor Hlohowskyj

Treasurer: Don Smith

Club Questions
butchohare@hotmail.com
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